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IMPACT	  &	  GROWTH	  –	  2014	  HIGHLIGHTS:	  
CONECT built on and broadened its track record of victories and impact in 2014.  Here 
are a few highlights: 

 

• CONECT Wins $66 Million Savings for Blue Cross / Blue Shield Customers -- 
CONECT's Healthcare Team worked with the Insurance Department and Healthcare 
Advocate Vickie Veltri to invoke a 2011 deal, which CONECT helped to forge, calling 
for public hearings when health insurance companies request rate increases of 15% 
or greater. Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield requested rate increases of 17% for five 
plans for 2015 in the late spring, and under the 2011 deal, a hearing was set for late 
June.  CONECT leaders attended, shared their concerns, questions, and stories.  
After the hearing, Anthem's requested rate increase was ruled excessive and 
knocked down to a .1% decrease instead.  Given that Anthem has the largest market 
share in CT, we knew the ruling was a big deal, affecting 66,000 policies.  But at 
our Fall Assembly, we heard for the first time just how big a deal it was -- 
the expected savings will be $66 million for Anthem customers in 2015!  
 

• Gov. Malloy & 8 Mayors to Back Do Not Stand Idly By -- CONECT won the 
support of Gov. Malloy and 8 Mayors and/or Police Chiefs who have signed on to the 
Request for Information (RFI) that was sent to the gun manufacturers and organized 
two very strong public actions on this issue -- in June and November 2014.  We are 
building a team on this issue to dig in deeper with mayors and chiefs to ensure we 
can truly understand their procurement procedures and to try to develop interest in 
smart gun technology.  We also expect the team will dig into develop a thorough 
power analysis of the major gun manufacturers in the state. 

•  

• 38,000 Apply for Immigrant Driver's Licenses in First Two Months -- CONECT's 
2013 legislative victory to allow all CT residents, regardless of immigration status, to 
get a driver's license has started taking affect in a big way.  When 2000 people 
turned out for a legislative hearing back in March of 2013, we knew this issue 
impacted thousands more.  In just the first two months since the application process 
began on Dec. 1st, more than 38,000 people have made appointments at the DMV. 

•  

• Broadening & Deepening Our Base -- CONECT added two important new 
members in 2014: Bethel AME Church in Bridgeport and the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater New Haven.  Additionally, CONECT continued to train 
more that 100 new leaders in both English & Spanish locally and send more 
experienced leaders to regional and national IAF trainings. 
 

• Developing New Issues -- CONECT has a new fledgling team exploring issues of 
education/special education and autism.  Two concerns are about students/families 
denied support services by school districts and about the overuse of restraint and 
seclusion with autistic kids.  Key CONECT leaders are also discussing racial profiling 
and racism in the criminal justice system issues locally or across CT. 


