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Organizing for Democracy & Justice: 
 2017 Highlights To Date 

 
CONECT leaders and teams have been hard at work on both local and national issues. 

CONECT continues to develop leaders and to build its power along the way. 
Here are some highlights of CONECT’s work thus far in 2017. 

  

 

Police Accountabili ty in Bridgeport: 
 

After the tragic May 9th police shooting of 15 year-old 
Jayson Negron by a rookie Bridgeport officer, CONECT 
leaders swung into action, first organizing an interfaith 
prayer vigil at the site of the shooting and later calling on 
the Mayor, Police Chief and State’s Attorney to assure a 
thorough and transparent investigation and to redouble 
reform efforts in the police department. CONECT leaders demanded de-escalation 
training and improved racial / cultural sensitivity training for all officers. Additionally, 
CONECT demanded the Department issue body cameras for all officers. After early 
resistance attributed to the cost of data storage, Chief Perez has committed 
unequivocally to getting body cameras for all officers in the coming months. 
 

Immigrant Defense – Legal Consultations & Courvil le Case: 
 

With scores of immigrant families fearing deportation and the 
harm that might come to their families, CONECT organized two 
pro bono legal consultation sessions serving over 100 families in 
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish (formerly St. Rose).  These 
sessions helped families prepare powers of attorney, child 
custody plans, and other legal documents in case of deportation, 
as well as to consult with an immigration attorney.   

In July, when St. Jerome leaders learned one of their own 
parishioners had been ordered deported, they turned to CONECT for support and 
strategy. In just four days, more than 300 came out to a prayer vigil to support Jung 
Courville, a mother of two US citizen children married for 14-years to a US citizen 
husband.  The more than 500 letters collected that night, along with support from Sen. 
Blumenthal, persuaded the judge to re-open her case and stay her order of deportation. 
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Slyce Pizza – Violence Plagued Bar Closed Down in Hamden: 
  
CONECT leaders led a local campaign to revoke 
the liquor license of a violence-plagued pizza bar 
in Hamden near Southern Connecticut State 
University. After collecting more than 300 petition 
signatures, working intently with Hamden Mayor 
Leng and Police Chief Wydra, and three days of 
hearings, CONECT leaders persuaded the Liquor 
Commission that 5 shootings, sexual assaults, drug 
sales, physical assaults, and loud unruly crowds 
required their attention and action.  On April 28th, 

the Liquor Commission refused to renew Slyce’s license. 
 
Leadership in Do Not Stand Idly By Gun Violence Campaign: 
 

CONECT leaders have continued to play an important role in national Do Not Stand 
Idly By campaign, which seeks to persuade gun manufacturers to take action to prevent 
gun theft and illegal sales and to innovate to create safe / smart gun technology. In 
May, three CONECT leaders attended the annual shareholders meeting of Sturm, 
Ruger, Inc., one of the nation’s largest gun manufacturers headquartered in Southport, 
CT.  They met the CEO, pressing him and other executives to respond the growing 
demand for action. 120 mayors, police chiefs, and other officials around the country 
have agreed to use their buying power (40% of all gun sales are to the public sector) to 
demand that gun companies respond.  In July, CONECT added Westport First 
Selectman Marpe to the list of 10 CT officials already supporting the campaign.  Now, 
New Haven Mayor Harp has invited CONECT to present the campaign to the African 
American Mayors’ Association in October. 
 
       

Building Organizational Capacity & Developing Leaders: 
CONECT has welcomed 3 diverse new member congregations in 2017: Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Trumbull, the Bridgeport Islamic Community Center, and the Guru 
Tegh Bahudar Ji Foundation, a Sikh Temple in Norwalk. 
 

CONECT also sent 9 leaders to IAF 3-Day Trainings this spring.  CONECT is also starting 
to see the impact of a growing staff.  Ilana Ofgang completed her first year as an 
Associate Organizer, bringing new issues, initiative, and institutions into our work.   


